


































































































































BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

March 27,2007 (Molokai) 

COUNCIL MEMBER MATEO: They don't even support your efforts. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Correct. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: You know, so, we need to see what we can do to light fires 
under their okole, because they got to get out here, and they got to participate, because 
we're hearing from two people who are private homeowners or condominium owners 
and, you know, like, we're missing 149 other owners. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: I understand that. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: You know, so maybe we can, you know, try to get in touch 
with each other. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: They're just writing checks. I'm just saying that the money is being spent. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Well, you know, like, they, they choose to do that. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: That's correct. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: Yeah, so, we want to find an adequate way of addressing the 
problem. So, you coming and telling us that they wasting money that's not my problem, 
that's your problem. It's your association. When you break down the monies, it comes 
down to $1,000 per unit. 

MR WAKEFIELD: Correct. Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: So, we need to get them revved up, and ifit...you know, we got 
to think of how to stir the, the hornet's nest. Okay. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Yeah. Everybody says it's someone else's problem. 

COUNCILMEMBER MATEO: No, it's, it's our problem, yours included. Okay. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Member Mateo. Member Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yes, Mr. Wakefield,--

MR WAKEFIELD: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: --have you had, have you had a chance to submit something in 
writing to either the Fire Department or to the, this Committee at this point? 
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MR. WAKEFIELD: No, I don't have anything to ... 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: A proposal? Okay. Yeah. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: This is just a suggestion that--

COUNCIL MEMBER MOLINA: Sure. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: --and to inform you that these rates have recently risen to quite high 
numbers and that these could be used to make contributions toward this solution. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. I think it would help the rest of us .. .l know you've had 
meetings already with Member Mateo, but it would help the rest of us as well as if you 
could put your comments and suggestions in writing, so we could review and consider 
your recommendations. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Members. Excuse me, Mr. Wakefield, one more 
comment. Member Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Thank you, Chair. So, would you estimate that you have 
maybe 450 people out there totally in the various condominium complexes? Just an 
estimate. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Well, there's 150 units in, in our complex, and then there are probably, 
what, another 200 more. So, there's like 350 units. And if they're half occupied you 
might have that number, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well, let's just say they're fully occupied so then it would 
be even more people. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Sure. 

COUNCIL MEMBER ANDERSON: But what I'm suggesting you might want to look at, 
because, you know, when you have a small number of people in a, you know, far-out 
location it's difficult to get funding dedicated to that when there's so much needs in the 
high-density area. So, what I might suggest to you is there is a provision in the County 
Code that allows for a community to develop their own civic improvement district--

MR. WAKEFIELD: Uh-huh. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: --so that maybe you could start the ball rolling by 
developing your own civic improvement district, and then get help from the County. But 
that way you guys are leading the charge, and maybe funneling some of those dollars that 
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are going to insurance to building up a fund to actually pay for a fire station to take care 
of your needs. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Yeah, I under ... that kind of an approach would, would suggest, or I think 
that's a mechanism whereby we would be taxing ourselves to support the objective. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Exactly. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: But at the same time we're simultaneously paying all the insurance rates. 
So, we'd be double paying. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Well, yeah, but there's a way to work around that. You 
can work in partnership with people. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Okay. Maybe we can get your card afterward and get your email, and try 
to get your email address--

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: --so we can learn how to do that. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: Okay. 

MR. WAKEFIELD: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. The next testifier is DeGray Vanderbilt, followed by Ruth 
Ululani Manu Naki. 

MR. V ANDERBIL T: Aloha, everybody. Welcome to Molokai. My name is DeGray 
Vanderbilt. I'm a member, I'm Vice-Chair of the Molokai Planning Commission, but 
I'm speaking as an individual at this time. 

I want to go on record to really give my support to MEO and all the work that Zessica 
and the great staff out there has done especially on this transportation. It started out just 
for workers and now it's open to everybody, and the rural bus routes. And it's a 
wonderful thing. It's a successful public transportation. And on, little on, small Molokai 
has again set a good standard. 

And, and one thing though they, they do have a great summer Head Start program, and I 
think they put in funding for, for eight weeks. And the best I could tell they only got six 
weeks funding. It doesn't sound like much, but it means a lot, because that targets 
families that are working or trying to further their education. 
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I'd also like to, and I don't know this, if there's anything in there for Makahiki or if 
they've applied, but they just finished the 25th year of the Makahiki games. That's a 
tremendous event in our community and, and it will continue. So, hopefully something 
will be in there. And the Kuha' 0 Business Center that Annette and her staff run has just 
been great. I've gone in there every once in a while, and you can't even get on the 
computers some days. And there's a lot of adults as well as youth there. 

I'd also like to request this year, some time that Molokai get a line item budget item. For 
the last five years we've requested it. With all these computers it seems that, that 
Molokai could get a line item budget of revenues, money coming in, how it's spent. But 
we never, we're always combined in various groups like Billy Kalipi said today have 
questions of where the money is going. So, hopefully that could be done. 

I guess that the one thing that, that I was really going to speak to tonight was the GPAC 
and the Planning Commission. Glenn brought it up and said, oh, DeGray, I don't know 
what he was talking about. But, anyway, I'll try my best. Well, okay. Well, on the 
Planning Commission we got a planner finally thanks to Danny's efforts and the Council. 
And Nancy McPherson has been doing a tremendous job and doing more than what a 
planner really does. She's been working with planning, current planning, and she's also 
been helping out with the GPAC, because they're, they're pretty well strapped. 

And so ... but she needs some help. She ... you know, as far as equipment there's no 
equipment. She doesn't have a digital camera, there's no scanner, there's no printer, 
nothing is networked with the County. She doesn't have her own telephone line. And I 
think they've put in about $5,000 to help equip the office, so hopefully that will go 
through. And the other thing is we have a tremendous--

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes. 

MR. V ANDERBIL T: --thank you. We have a tremendous staff support person in Nina Kawano. 
And before ... several years ago she's been, she's been there for 15 years, and she was just 
great doing everything that a Commission Support Clerk would do on Maui. She did the 
minutes, she arranged everything, she took complaints, she wrote letters for us, and all of 
a sudden they took a lot of her duties away and took them over to Maui, but they still call 
her, because there's something that says, and you'll do what the County tells you to do. 
So, she does a lot of the stuff that Commission clerks. 

So, hopefully some way she could be made a full on Commission Clerk. I guess the 
Administration's personnel have a problem because it would only be one commission, 
but she could do a lot of other things. And I think it, it wouldn't have to set any kind of 
precedent, because she would have to have other responsibilities here. So, hopefully 
something may be done. 
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And then just real quickly on the GP AC. I think what Glenn was trying to say, and you 
probably are all familiar is, we're trying to see where things are going. Maui has 
25 GPAC members, Lanai, 13, and MoJokai, 13. We're all working on this County 
policy plan which is for the whole County, and then right after that there's going to be the 
Maui Island Plan which the, the 25 GPAC members on Maui will work on. Then Lanai 
and Molokai their 13--

MR. JENSEN: Four minutes. 

MR. VANDERBILT: --their 13 members will work on the Island Plans which will be the 
community plans. And they've put in 15,000 for Molokai and Lanai for the, for the 
GPAC, for the Island Plan Community Plan. And as you can see there's so much great 
initiative in this community, you know, with the guys at the canoe hale, with Halealoha, 
and with Robert, and then the parking that Rich and Kimberly did. They've taken the 
initiative and gotten something to you, and we had the community center that Gladys 
mentioned. So, everybody is really working hard, and we want to make sure that there's 
at least enough money in there that the momentum isn't cut short, because we're $10,000 
short. So, hopefully our GP AC can talk with Planning and get some more details of 
really where we have to go, and what they need, and again, I appreciate all you guys help 
to this Island over the years. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, DeGray. Members, any questions? Member Anderson. 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: DeGray, you know, if the, if you guys get down to the 
wire, and you need ten grand, and enough wasn't budgeted, don't let anybody tell you 
that there can't be ten grand supplied. The job you guys are doing is too important. 
Administrative Departments come to the Council for supplemental budget appropriations 
all the time. So, don't worry that you're going to run out of money. If you need money, 
you just let the Council know. 

MR. VANDERBILT: Well, I, I guess the only one problem there is that we're under time 
constraints, too. So ... and I don't know how long supplemental monies have, take to get 
released with the County ... 

COUNCILMEMBER ANDERSON: I mean, if you know within a month you're going to run 
out of money, then you ask for a supplemental appropriation. It's not that hard 
time-wise. 

MR. VANDERBILT: Okay. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you. Members, any more questions for the testifier? Thank 
you, DeGray. 

MR. VANDERBILT: Thank you, Joe. 
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CHAIR PONT ANILLA: The next testifier IS Ruth Ululani Manu Naki, followed by Judy 
Lokelani Caparida. 

MS. NAKI: Aloha. Welcome. I going speak for myself, the committee, the committees, and the 
whole Island of Molokai. My concern is about the senior citizens and for the 
handicapped. Why I talking about them is because the MEO bus is very, very important 
to our Island. Why I say that is because I want to be riding that bus too. And don't you 
guys cut my line like taking away the money tbat belongs rightfully to us. Now, I want to 
have that privilege of riding that bus. I'll be 62 years old, and I intend to ride it, honey. 
So, we need to continue have your support. Very, very much important. 

Plus, we have two handicaps that you seen tonight. One was Moran and one was Uncle 
Billy KaJipi. You see how important when we have meetings like this? Don't you think 
that the MEO bus does have a good service of bringing them here, an important meeting 
like this where they may be losing their leg or half-paralyzed, but their mouth still can 
open. They still can testify and say what their needs are. You see how important? 

So, when we're talking about ... (end aftape, Side 3B) ... we of one, one ohana. So, please 
keep supporting this MEO bus, because, you know, my experience is I work for Kaluakoi 
Hotel 24 years. All my life I've been driving 18Y:z mile mark all tbe way up to Kaluakoi. 
I have my own transportation now. Now, look at these guys. Wonderful I told them. 
Don't you thank Jesus that you guys get bus? Aunty Ruthie, you know, what, oh, we can 
meet the bus at Kilohana, park their car over there, and go sleep while they traveling. 
Wow, I tell, Jesus, you guys get about, like what, almost one, two hours of rest. But they 
have to get up early. But that's besides the point, because Molokai drivers are very 
wonderful. 

So, I want to continue ask you guys as the Budget Council to please keep on supporting 
that, and the senior citizens, and the handicapped and as well as for me, I want to ride that 
bus, because I live over there, too, Mana' e, where Billy comes from. 

Okay. The next one I want to say is about property tax. Hello! The GPAC, I'm on the 
GP AC, that's besides the point. The part is this. When we have new guys that coming 
on our Island, not kamaainas now, malahinis. They come and they buy, okay. I going 
give you guys, it's a true example, because I come from Wailua and had 
this ... (inaudible) ... came from outside, millionaire. 

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes. 

MS. NAKI: Okay, bruddah, just hold up. I'll give it to you short and sweet. Two point 
something million dollars he went sell his house. Us living over there in six month's 
time we have $5,000 increase on our property tax. Now, who the hell, like us people 
poor going pay that kind of property tax? I no think so. Exempt us from that, Molokai. 
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Don't you corne here and sell. You let them pay the taxes, not us! We don't have 
enough job on this Island to support and to care for that. I no think so. Hello! Wake up! 
Look at us! Whatever we have, whatever we have, the people on Molokai are thankful. 
We love what we have here and by God's grace we intend to fight for it and keep it. 

So, with your help and sitting here as Board, makaala means wide awake. Check it out. 
I'm here because I love Molokai, and I love all you that carne here that we can share our 
mana'o with you. And thank you, Danny, for being here and also for Joseph and 
whoever is here. Thank you very much and aloha. God bless you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ruth. Members, any questions for the testifier? If not, 
thank you very much. Next testifier is Judy Lokelani Caparida, followed by Walter 
Rawlins. 

MS. CAPARIDA: Aloha, everybody. I want to know what you folks are jacking up on 
Molokai? The water, trash, what else? We need to know, because that's all we do is get 
jacked up. Jacked up for what? We still get the same service. They never give us more. 
They give us less, but we got to pay more, and I cannot understand that, because I know 
you guys all new, some of you guys are new. But, you know, the care is that we don't 
have that kind of funds. They barge everything. Go! like corne over, but Go! if he corne 
over here, we run 'ern broke, because everybody going catch Go!. But for us on the 
Island we get the electric, we get the water, we get the garbage, we get the shit that goes 
with the darn water. I mean all these necessities. I call it necessities. 

This is things that we cannot go without and yet this is what we getting really burned for, 
because we live here on Molokai. We pay more going over to Oahu than going to Las 
Vegas. How you like that one? That's how expensive it is, $260. Where the hell we 
going right to Honolulu? I mean we can catch the boat. And yet, you know what, you 
folks are here to go ahead and support us, because we're all in the same County. And 
that's why we here. We when put you guys where you guys are. So, we expect you guys 
to go ahead and look to the needs of our people here. 

Those that's corning out over here they only corning to invest. And you know who pay 
the taxes? Hello! You know who get the water that get cut off? Who? Those that live 
here. And this is what we were saying, there's not enough of everything that Maui want 
to have which we don't need. And that's why we say Molokai is, is unique. We love 
what we have. It's not a fantasy. It's not a make-believe. This is reality. And this is 
why r corne to the meeting. You know, I was there Mana'e. r said, well, we're going to 
corne. Because why? We care. We live here. Nobody going tell us guys how to live. 
You either corne over here and enjoy our living or forever goodbye. That's the way we 
feel. Because why? Because everything we have is real, is reality. And you know what, 
our kids no need fantasy. Get too much T.V. junk stuff. They need to have real stuff. 
And you know what is that? Going to the beach and enjoying life. That's what it is. 
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So, I need to let you folks know that our barge, everything we gotta pay big money. He 
works over there for the barge. He knows. But that is our living. How can we get our 
food if we don't pay? But I need to tell you guys you folks better make sure ... I going 
pray, you know, I'm a good reporter and better than those guys, because I report you 
guys to the boss. The main boss is him, because you are accountable to us. How you like 
that one? If you forgot about that role, I'm going to remind you. 

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes. 

MS. CAPARIDA: Yes, bruddah. But the thing is I need to let you guys know that everything 
that you have and I have comes from the boss. Thank you. Aloha. I love you guys. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Judy. Members, any question for the testifier? Thank you. 
The next testifier is Walter Rawlins, followed by Conrad Aquino. And Conrad will be 
the last testifier this evening. If you want to still testify and haven't signed up, please 
sign up with our Secretary. Walter. 

MR. RAWLINS: Hi, my name is Walter Rawlins. I represent the Molokai Junior Roping Club, 
and the High School Roping Club, and the Senior Roping Club, and the Keiki Roping 
Club. We have an arena dowu here at the Kaunakakai area that really needs help. We 
don't know where to go. This is the first time I ever, you know, come to a meeting like 
this. We have our arena, we have the dirt facilities. We keep digging it up and picking 
up glass, rocks, stuff like that. We have to clean the arena for the kids. Our paneling 
along side it's all run down. We been trying to weld it, keep it up, keep it up for the 
keikis. We had a ... once upon a time when wc first started we had, like, about ten, 15 
children that was in there. We up to 50 something right now with the junior ropers, with 
the high school ropers, and the keiki ropers. 

And we need, really need help. We don't know where to go, where to turn, so I talked to 
my good friend Danny Mateo here, and he told me, hey, they have a meeting tonight. I 
tried to get a hold of our President to bring him here, but I couldn't get a hold of him. So, 
we just want to see what kind of help can we get from the County, from the, from you 
folks here. I don't know what it is, what can we get? Like I told Danny a dollar is more 
than what we even have. We don't even have a bathroom facility down there for the 
kids. The kids have to get up, go to the town, main town, go in to use the bathroom, 
come back there. Our, our fencing is so bad. Cows get out some times. The goats run 
away from the kids. We cannot use the goat tie, because we don't have the goats. They 
down the street running somewhere. You know, and the, and our facilities for the horses, 
for the kids to put in there for the roping we have to take it home almost every day. We 
have a two-day rodeo, after the rodeo we have to take the horses all home, because we 
don't have facility to hold the horses that is adequate for all the kids, because we have too 
many kids right now and not enough facilities. 
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And I heard in the Big Island they have, the County have two or three, three arenas there. 
We only asking for, for help on one of 'em, which is our main arena right down here at 
Kaunakakai. I mean if you folks ever have the time to go down there and look at it, on 
one of the days we have the rodeos with the keikis and the high school, we would really 
appreciate you guys to, to see what's going on and what kind of help we really need. 
Like I said, I don't know, I don't have a budget with me right now. I have to meet with 
our President and to see what kind budget we can set up. I know it's going to take, like, a 
lot to get it fixed, because it's so run down right now. That's all I have to say. Thank 
you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Walter. Members, any questions for the testifier? 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Question. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Member Medeiros. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Mahalo, Chair. Mr. Rawlins. 

MR. RAWLINS: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Yeah, Mr. Rawlins, are you folks in partnership or do you 
stay in contact with the other roping clubs, like, on Maui? 

MR. RAWLINS: Yes, we do. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Okay. 

MR. RAWLINS: We have all the high school--

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right. Right. 

MR. RAWLINS: --and all the juniors with us. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Has there been any suggestions from the roping clubs on 
Maui on how you can go about getting funding or what you need? How they get funding 
so somehow we can maybe help your arena? 

MR. RAWLINS: Well, I'm not too sure on that, because right now I know that the arena they 
use I think is owned by either a Baldwin or something that they're letting the junior 
roping club to run and use for their--

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right. 

MR. RAWLINS: --their roping right now. I don't think they really have their own, you know. 
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COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: And your, your arena is, is on what, whose property? 

MR. RAWLINS: It's on Molokai Ranch. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Molokai Ranch property. 

MR. RAWLINS: Yeah, they, they, they let the children wrangle. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right. Yeah. 

MR. RAWLINS: They been using that arena now probably for the last 20 years or so I guess, 
you know. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Yeah. Yeah, the, the Hana one is on Hana Ranch property, 
too. Right. Okay. See, you know, if, if you guys can come up with a budget or at least 
an amount that might help you, that would be good to submit to the Council. Or, you 
know, or, or the next Budget round at least through the Mayor. But, you know, contact 
people and see what you can do. 

MR. RAWLINS: Yeah, well, that's why I'm here for, I want to know where, what route to go 
to, you know, to help these keikis, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: Right. 

MR. RAWLINS: Because like I said the more keikis we keep off the streets the better they will 
be. That's why they ... 

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: I agree with you, and I, you know, I applaud you and the 
rest that are doing this for the keiki. Mahalo. 

MR. RAWLINS: Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Member Medeiros. Member Molina. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeab, good evening, Mr. Rawlins, and thank you for coming 
by and sharing this with us tonight. You, you mentioned that enrollment now you up to 
50-plus kids, yeah. What is the age ranges in the keikis? 

MR. RAWLINS: We run from, well, actually it's supposed to be five, but we run some from 
four-year-old all the way up to the high school. 
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COlJNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Four-years up to high school. Good. That's something I think 
is really good for the community. Keep them out of trouble, and it's a good healthy type 
of activity. 

MR. RAWLINS: Well, it's a good family sport too, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Oh, okay. 

MR. RAWLINS: All the family get involved with this. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: So, so, the conditions right now potentially, I don't want to 
use the word unsafe, but a lot of the things are run down and not appropriate in your 
opinion? 

MR. RAWLINS: Yeah, it is. You know, like I said we try to do the best with the parents. We 
try to weld some new stalls, try to put some new panelings up, you know, whatever we 
have that was there. Like I said, but, you know, you only can do so much because it's 
costing us a lot of money just to, to put in for the kids to rope, because everything that 
comes out comes out from the parents, yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Yeah. So, the Club basically doesn't have enough money to 
cover a lot of those expenses? 

MR. RAWLINS: No. Well, what we do after every rodeo that we have with the kids we hold a 
jackpot. Then the money that we make for the jackpot, about one-third of that goes to the 
stock fee. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: I see. 

MR. RAWLINS: So, we can cover our expenses. And for the water that the kids use when they 
wash down their horses or they feed and water horses, well, whatever we have there. 

COUNCILMEMBER MOLINA: Okay. Thank you for that information. Thank you, Chair. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Any more questions, Members? Thank you, Walter. The 
last person to testify this evening is Conrad Aquino. Conrad. 

MR. AQUINO: Aloha, everybody. This is last-minute kine for talk to the, the leaders of 
Hawaii, that's, that's you, leaders, politicians making, making decisions. I just wanted to 
say one thing, nothing about money. It's about Hawaiian people. We need help. We 
need a lot of help. I please asking you people, leaders of this Hawaii, native Hawaiian 
people we need help merge with the State. Get us on the land. It's going to come like 
Maui on the beaches. Hawaiians on the beaches. Not, I just trying to say my feelings on 
what I, what I see. I was born on this Island. Raised on Molokai. Victorino, Molina, 

- 76 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

March 27,2007 (Molokai) 

Pontanilla, Mateo, Anderson, Baisa, Medeiros, I know all your names, because I was 
raised one Molokai local. We all, we all the same blood, but please help the Hawaiian 
people any way you can, because they sweeping us under the rugs like dust. I hate to say 
it that way, but we need help. 

We need help from you leaders. Merge, give us some water, get us on our homesteads, 
and change the laws. Fifty percent give us one drop. One drop Hawaiian. Put us on our 
lands. That's what, that's what Prince Kuhio wanted, 1132 blood. We need help very 
much, you know. I got haole family, Japanese family. I'm half Filipino. My mom's 
pure Hawaiian. Maybe that's why I talking to you people. Waiting for 22 years. Still on 
the waiting list. Waiting another 22 years. Still on the waiting list - 8,000 of us waiting. 
We need help. Please help. Please help Hawaiian people. I'm not discriminate. I just, 
we just need help. We as Hawaiians need help very much, and I don't protest too much, 
but I've come to ask for help. Nothing to do with money. We need land to grow our 
kalo, so we can live. So, we can ... feel like this is still with our hearts not being taken out 
of our bodies slowly and seeing all these changes and all these people asking for money 
which we don't want money. 

We need, we need land. Land to live, and we can, we can self support ourselves. We can 
work. Give us the land. Work with the State. Work with anything. Work with the 
Federal. I know you guys get powers. Somehow don't forget us Hawaiians, native 
Hawaiians. That's all I got to say. Thank you. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you, Conrad. Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing 
none. Thank you, again, Conrad. The last testifier is .. .I hope I don't jam up your name, 
but--

MS. SEALES: Charlotte. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --your last name is Seales. 

MS. SEALES: Seales. Seales. Mahalo, Chairman Joe Pontanilla and to recognize all of you. I 
know I stood up here earlier with Molokai Occupational Center, and it's really not my 
ano that I don't say anything, but it was great, because we had two of the clients here that 
represented some of the, the different. . .it's, it's .. .if you look at a he'e, and with all the 
different legs, I, I cover one and that's with home base care, and it's called the Medicaid 
Waiver, and it's been for about three and a half years. I think the E.D. never like me talk, 
because he know I go 280. I go on and on, but that's okay, because it was good time for 
him to introduce himself. He's been here a short time, but loves Molokai. Six months as 
the Executive Director up there. I'm older than him so, you know, I just kind of move 
with things, but, but it was just great that those two clients came tonight unrehearsed to 
speak from their hearts. 
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Molokai Occupational Center is unique, because it's the only of its, of its kind on 
Molokai. And, and I stayed tonight not to speak now, but I stayed because I wanted to 
ho'olohe to everything that was being said tonight, and I, I support everybody that came 
up. It's just that there's one day out of the week high school students do come down, and 
these are the ones that are, have autism, you know, they have some disability. So, they 
come down so they can get ma'a in the, in the, you know, like go shopping, how to give 
change, or even come to MOC to do whatever they can, because we have car wash. We 
have the thrift store. 

And we're thankful for Molokai for bring their, all their ukanas, things that they cannot 
sell or however they come and donate it to Molokai Occupational Center, and we in 
return help many in the community. People who cannot afford the high cost of clothing, 
shoes, whatever, and, and all kinds of houseware. And so, someday, what, what is a 
hoala moment for me is that I tell myself why are you getting into all of this, because you 
get your kuleana. Why you, you know, hey, you got the E.D., but there's something 
that's motivating me that I figure I need to alakai him in, in some way until he get on his, 
you know, and then he's moving to network. 

And, like, Danny and I had talked story already, and he's really helpful in, in trying to 
guide us what we need to do. We're like regrouping. And I'm talking to Deidre. I'm 
trying to get a communication there, because I, I'm not a grant writer, but there's 
something that probably is telling me that maybe I got to start to maka'ala as Aunty 
Ruthie was saying, because we have to learn so we can do these things. It's not saying 
that we need kala, but when you look around these workers up there, these clients, and 
most of them are Hawaiian, they, all they know is just come to work, do their kuleanas, 
go. 

So, we have to have some people in place that will look beyond and see what clse we can 
do to encourage them, to inspire them, to get them excited. And that's really ... and give 
them incentive. And sometimes what they're ... you know, with tonight the mahalo, 
thanking them for the, for the yard crew, and with the young girl, the young girl that 
spoke, and she's in my program. The thing is she spoke about the break-in, and we've 
had ... she said to me, we've had seven, Aunty, so far. And I've just been up there three 
years, three-and-a-half years, but over the course of the years there have been seven 
break-in, because there is really not, like, security and so forth, because it just sits right 
below the hospital. 

But if you guys get time tomorrow, and you guys like maka' ala just drop in, because this 
place ... sometimes I feel sorry for this place that it gets forgotten, but it's a special type of 
population that sometimes just gets swept underneath the rug. 

MR. JENSEN: Three minutes. 
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MS. SEALES: And so, car wash. They wash the police cars, they do laundry for the hotels, 
some of the accounts. So, these workers I want to praise all of them. They come, they 
just. .. all they know is to work and then go home. They not thinking of, oh, we got come 
tonight, we got da kine, because they not thinking like that. They not ma' a. And so, I 
guess that's why I think I was inspired there. And I said, you know what, I got to go up 
and say little bit more just to add little bit flavor to the stew. But, Danny, thank you so 
much for your aloha. And we're so, we're so grateful as a community to have Danny and 
all of you. 

And, and I, like I said I'm going to maka' ala. I just went to CDB [sic 1 or whatever. I 
cannot get the acronyms. I cannot even say the word, but, you know, I'm going to 
maka'ala and see if there is extra kala that we, we have to speak up. And as bruddah said 
about the Hawaiians, and I'm half Hawaiian, and I'm from this Island, and we're going 
to, the only way we're going find out, right everybody, we gotta go ask. We got to ninau. 
If you no ninau, you not going know. Yes, or no, or maybe we can try. Okay. 

So, thank you for all of your time, and happy dreams tonight. Get some hot bread, and 
then, and maybe you guys will come up tomorrow, and then my boss going pa'i me 
because I went, he, he not going know. But I'm going tell him tomorrow that I went 
wala'au. Cannot help. Thank you, again, so much. Aloha hui ho. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you very much. Members, any questions for the testifier? 
Member Victorino. Mrs. Seales, question. 

MS. SEALES: I know I should say Leinaala so you can give the ... (inaudible) ... the Hawaiians. 
Yes. 

COlJNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yeah, no. No, first of all, thank you very much for coming 
back--

MS. SEALES: Mahalo. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --because I could see the hurt in her heart. And, you 
know, it's, it's a kind of a shame that people do take advantage of these special people. 
They are special. 

MS. SEALES: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: God put them on this Earth for a major reason. 

MS. SEALES: That's right. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: For us to go back and take care of them. 
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MS. SEALES: That's right. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: And we've been blessed in our family, and whenever we 
can do that, like what you do and this community does, and all the things tonight, just like 
Hana. You know, I can see the self-worth, the, the community dedication and 
commitment to all. 

MS. SEALES: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Not just to one, but to all. Whether it's roping, whether--

MS. SEALES: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --it's GPAC, whether it's the kupunas, it's everybody. 

MS. SEALES: Yeah. 

COUNC1LMEMBER VICTORINO: My question to you is real simple. If, if we can, you know, 
you can get some funding, how many more students can you help with this program, 
because I understand there are still some that you're just unable to bring into the program, 
because of the lack of funding--

MS. SEALES: Right. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --but how, how much more? You know, a rough estimate. 

MS. SEALES: Well, I think right now, because if you folks get chance to go up there tomorrow, 
it's really tight space. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Oh, okay. 

MS. SEALES: And I think eventually if the nursery is expanded and some other thinking,--

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yes. 

MS. SEALES: --I think as the students come down, and it comes, sometimes it can be three a 
year as they transition to adulthood. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Right. 

MS. SEALES: There's really, they're not, they may not be hired anywhere else. So,job training 
can be provided there. So, it's really hard to say, you know, as far as, you know, it could 
be three next year or. .. because they come down every Tuesday to MOC to get some type 
of, you know, training, a life skill training. 
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COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Right. 

MS. SEALES: And that's what they, yeah. 

COUNCIL MEMBER VICTORINO: Unfortunately, most of us are gomg back first thing 
tomorrow morning on the 6:55 flight. 

MS. SEALES: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: You know, the one direct back to Maui. So, not this time, 
but--

MS. SEALES: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: --I assure you ifI'm back, again, I will make a moment. I 
will get down to see you. 

MS. SEALES: We appreciate it. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: And tell your boss we will come and see him. 

MS. SEALES: Yeah. Yeah, I know--

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Mahalo. 

MS. SEALES: --and he's been so ... and then Danny of course. You know, but thank you again. 

COUNCILMEMBER VICTORINO: Yes, thank you. 

MS. SEALES: Okay. All right. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you. By the way what's your first name? 

MS. SEALES: Charlotte. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Charlotte. 

MS. SEALES: Yeah, it's my writing. I should call myself Leinaala, because I'll tell you 
honestly. One time I went to apply for a job, I said Charlotte Seales. And then they said 
what do you want to do in five years. I said to be a home sitter. They said, oh, see my 
name throws it all off. They think its po'e hale, but it is po'e kanaka. But, you know ... 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: You spell it ... 
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MS. SEALES: What did I say Charlynne or Charlotte? 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: I don't know. I can hardly read it. 

MS. SEALES: I was getting haalulu so I had to come in front of you, you know. So, but it's all 
good. Thank you, again. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah, by the way, my, my wife's name is Charlotte, also--

MS. SEALES: Oh, that's maikai. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --that's a good name. Good name. 

MS. SEALES: So, mahalo to all you guys. Aloha, a hui ho. 

CHAIR PONT ANILLA: Thank you . 

. . . END OF PUBLIC TESTIMONY. .. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, Mrs. Seales was our last testifier. Members, you have any 
comments that you want to provide the people of Molokai before I close this meeting. If 
not, as Chair of the Budget and Finance Committee it was really enlightening ... oh, okay. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I just wanted to say please, I would ask if we could have some 
kind of cap on our, like, water instead of just going overboard, because every year, you 
know, it seems like it's going up and up. If we can some kind of cap to hold it down 
where we can afford? Thank you. 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Yeah, thank you. Again, you know, it's been a very eventful evening 
tonight. You know, I thought Hana was long, but Molokai is longer. But anyway, you 
know, the Budget and Finance Committee really appreciate the people of Molokai for 
coming out and testifying in regards to the Mayor's Fiscal Year 2008 Budget. You know, 
it is a tough job, you know, trying to decide where funding goes, but you know, all of us 
do have soft hearts, for one. I'm sure we're going to take a look at requests being made 
by the community. You know, part of our responsibility is not only the County 
infrastructure, but also providing the human services side that is needed within Maui 
County. 

So, again, you know, as your Chair for the Budget and Finance Committee I, I just want 
to say thank you for being here tonight. Members, if there is no more questions the Chair 
would like to adjourn this meeting. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS. 
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DEFER pending further discussion, 

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. This meeting adjourned .... (gave/). 

ADJOURN: 9:56 p.m. 
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